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Theme
Gift of the Holy Spirit

Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let everyone of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38 OSB)
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1 Bible Classes

Bible classes for this year will be starting on Wednesday 30-Jan-2019 with New Testament
classes by Rev. Fr. Issac B. Prakash. New Testament study portion for this year is Acts of
Apostles 1-14. Faith Study about Holy Qurbana will be taught by Rev. Fr. P.C. George on
Thursday starting from 31-]Jan-2019. Faith Study topic is *The Scripture and the Church”.

Classes will continue every week on Wednesday and Thursday till the prescribed study portion
for this year is completed. Class duration is 1 hour and starts at 8 pm Central Time. Please
try to attend these classes live. For the benefit of those who miss the classes, recordings will
be made available on Diocese website under MMVS page. The number to dial is 1-218-632-
0187 and access code is 3703#

Bible verse reading in Bible Class: To get involvement from all regions, bible verse reading
during Bible Class will be assigned to each region every week on a rotation basis. Regional
Secretaries in consultation with Unit Secretaries can identify the person to read.

Please see the region wise rotation to be followed from 30th January onwards.

South Dallas
South Houston
West

North-West
South-East
Mid-West Detroit
Mid-West Chicago

Nouhswh =

2 Essay Competition

Topic: Life and Contributions of H. G. Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios
@peElaimy Dr. arveanmy’ @@ lemdlewrmy’ aloyeadiees Klalmane quo@aime:8)e

e Life of Thirumeni need not be written in an elaborate way; a short account of the life
of Thirumeni is only required.

e There are contributions in various fields and aspects, which candidate need to
summarize into categories/headings and write briefly about each category in a concise
way within the allotted 30 minutes.

e Candidate can write the essay either in Malayalam or in English.

Date: 23-March-2019, Saturday OR 24-March-2019, Sunday
Duration: 30 minutes.



3 Annual Conference

2019 MMVS Annual Conference will be conducted as part of Family and Youth Conference.
Venue: Chicago

Dates:

Details of program schedule will be informed later.

17-July-2019 to 20-July-2019

4 Annual Examination
Date: 19t or 20t October 2019 - to be confirmed later.

4.1 Syllabus

4.1.1 New Testament
Acts of Apostles 1 - 14

4.1.2 Faith Study

The Scripture and the Church. (Study material will be given before Bible class)
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4.1.3 Memory Verses (Refer Orthodox Study Bible)

1)

2)

1) Acts 1:8

2) Acts 2:38

3) Acts 3:19,20
4) Acts 4:32,33a
5) Acts 5:9

6) Acts 6:3

7) Acts 7:56
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8) Acts 8:20

9) Acts 9:22

10) Acts 10:11
11) Acts 11:26
12) Acts 12:23
13) Acts 13:10
14) Acts 14:22
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2)

Acts 1:8

But you shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

Acts 2:38

Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let
everyone of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you

shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”



3)
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5)

6)

7)

8)

9)
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Acts 3:19,20

Repent therefore and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out, so that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of
the Lord, and that He may send Jesus Christ,

who has preached to you before.

Acts 4:32

Now the multitude of those who believed
were of one heart and one soul; neither did
anyone say that any of the things he
possessed was his own, but they had all
things in common.

Acts 5:9

Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you
have agreed together to test the Spirit of the
Lord? Look, the feet of those who have buried
your husband are at the door, and they will
carry you out.”

Acts 6:3

Therefore, brethren, seek out from among
you seven men of good reputation, full of the
Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may
appoint over this business.

Acts 7:56

“Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

Acts 8:20
But Peter said to him, “Your money perish
with you, because you thought that the gift

of God could be purchased with money!”

Acts 9:22

But Saul increased all the more in strength,
and confounded the Jews who dwelt in
Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the
Christ.

10) Acts 10:11
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And he saw heaven opened and an object like

a great sheet bound at the four corners,

descending to him and let down to earth.
11) Acts 11:26

So, it was that for a whole year they

assembled with the church and taught a great

many people. And the disciples were first

called Christians in Antioch.

12) Acts 12:23
Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck
him, because he did not give glory to God.

And he was eaten by worms and died.

13) Acts 13:10
"0 full of deceit and all fraud, you son of the
devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will
you not cease perverting the straight ways of
the Lord?”

14) Acts 14:22
Strengthening the souls of the disciples,
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and
saying, “We must through many tribulations
enter the kingdom of God.”



4.1.4 Prayer
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4.1.5 Song
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Prayer of Repentance
@) Lord! teach us all

commandments. By Your grace help us

Your

to live according to them. O God set
guards to the open doors of our senses
that the treasury of Your grace may not
be detained from us. Barekmor.
O holy God, Your Holiness is adored by
all saints. O Lord, cleanse our thoughts
and make us worthy to glorify Your
name like the seraphim who proclaim
and glorify Your Holiness.

Moryo...

15™ and 16™ stanzas of section ‘Prabhatham’ of the song Pratha Kalathil from Qurbana

Kramam.
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On the Morning

At the morning time - David went to pray

At the house of God and he begged of Him

“Hear my words, O Lord, - my meditation

Attend to my cry Savior of the World
Halleluyah w’Halleluyah

Make me worthy to receive forgiveness”

Hl(alo 2IQYBMNI-C DQY@BHHIEI0
Qflvo1OO® aRQlo-GuodElRfI6 o833
aD@SMOMIB-O@NIMo .210QCH

If this morning which - is passing away

Drives away darkness and lightens the world

£30mONOE@BOm0-MIEBQo GUDHOo.

How great will it be - on that morning when

AaMIGRIENQI-D aNIGRILNY)
8aUIBITIGAU! B0 Yo O.21Wd:.

Our Lord comes again and raises the dead

Halleluyah w’Halleluyah

You who crown Your worshippers, have mercy!
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5 Quiz Competition

5.1 Syllabus

5.1.1 New Testament: Acts of Apostles 1-14

NT Quiz Questions: To bring more involvement at the unit level, this year New Testament
portions will be divided and given to regions. Each region will get specific Bible portions
assigned to them. Each unit in the region is requested to prepare questions either in
English or in Malayalam from the assigned portions.

Regional Secretary need to co-ordinate with unit secretaries, collect and send the
guestions to General Secretary by 25% March 2019. Once the questions are received from
each region, it will be compiled into one document and given as question bank to all
members for studying and revising New Testament portion. Portions assigned to each
region are as follows:

North-West Region — Acts 1,2
South Dallas - Acts 3,4

Mid-West Detroit - Acts 5,6
Mid-West Chicago - Acts 7,8

West Region - Acts 9,10

South Houston - Acts 11,12
South-East Region - Acts 13 and 14

5.1.2 Old Testament: 2 Kings 1 —12

OT Quiz Questions: Same as above. Portions assigned to each region are as follows:

North-West Region — 2 Kings 1, 2
South Dallas - 2 Kings 3, 4
Mid-West Detroit - 2 Kings 5
Mid-West Chicago - 2 Kings 6, 7
West Region - 2 Kings 8

South Houston - 2 Kings 9,10
South-East Region - 2 Kings 11, 12

5.1.3 Church History: A.D 1959 — 1975

Please refer page 12 for church history questions.

5.1.4 Ancient Fathers
1. St. Polycarp of Smyrna
2. St. Ignatius of Antioch

Please refer page 18 for study material on ancient fathers.



6 Talent Competition
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Talent Competition will be conducted for three age groups.

Group 1 - ages 18 - 40
Group 2 - ages 41 - 60

Group 3 - ages 61 and above

e Solo Song - Any Christian devotional song in Malayalam or in English. Duration is 3
minutes and there are English and Malayalam categories for solo song competition.
Candidate can sing solo song either in English or in Malayalam.

e Speech - Theme for speech is Acts 2:38. Duration is 5 minutes and there are English
and Malayalam categories for speech competition. Candidate can do speech either in

English or in Malayalam.

e Group Song - Only 2 age groups are allowed for group song - 18 -40 and 41
above. 3 songs selected for this year, with links to YouTube videos with tunes are
given below. Participants can choose one song and can only alter the speed in which
they sing that song. Groups can have 2-5 participants in it. Group song has only
Malayalam category. There is no time limit for group song. Groups can choose to sing
either 2 or 3 stanzas of the song they select.

1. Ishaa Naadha - Holy Feast of Pentecost

https://youtu.be/ UxoQZMzfHE
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https://youtu.be/_UxoQZMzfHE

2. Ekaathmaja Deva - Anointing of the sick

https://youtu.be/dJbMryyStgA
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3. Mooshe Aloho - Qudosh Itho — Qurbana Kramam

https://youtu.be/a3gb2WmOOQOVA
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https://youtu.be/dJbMryyStgA
https://youtu.be/a3gb2WmO0VA
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7 Unit Registration Fee

Unit Registration Fee of $100 from unit churches should be send to Ms. Liz Philips before 315t
March 2019. Unit Treasurer should get check from their church trustee for the amount. Check
should be made payable to Diocese of South-West America. Mailing Address for sending the
check is given below.

Ms. Liz Philips
3200 Marquette Dr
Flower Mound, TX 75022

8 Samajam Day Cover Collection

Samajam Day Cover Collection from unit churches should be send to Ms. Liz Philips before
15" September 2019. Unit Treasurer should get check from their church trustee for the
amount collected and check should be made payable to Diocese of South-West America.
Mailing Address for sending the check is given above.

9 Important Dates

Bible Class Every Wednesday and Thursday from 1/30 and
1/31 onwards

Unit Registration Fee before 31-Mar-2019

Essay Competition 23 March 2019, Saturday OR 24t March 2019,
Sunday

NT an OT Quiz Questions 25% March 2019

from all regions

Annual Conference Along with FYC 2019 from 17t July - 20% July

MMVS Day 15-Aug-2019 or the Sunday after that i.e. on 18-
Aug-2019

Samajam Day Cover before 15-Sep-2019

Collection

Annual Examination 19t or 20% October 2019 (to be confirmed later)

10 Church History Questions

10.1 Questions in Malayalam

1. oei®mo (edleal a)amaso $IE@Ialles DAl @RIBI0YM)?
al. snunisauelle@ay ladglmy cenziamd (1929 - 1964 aieo 35 aidauo MUEOH® M®l.a))

2. al. enimiemaIcIM lald@lmy 0endam @de@alles Nl ddele 6.21DMOTAT)?
ag)Qllos@I6m @RSHE ) ?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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10.2 Questions in English

10.

11.

12.

13.

Name the 3™ Catholicos of Malankara Church
H. H. Baselios Geevarghese II (1929-1964 led the church for 35 years)

When was H. H. Baselios Geevarghese II called to eternal rest? Where is his body
entombed?
1964 January 3™ at Kottayam Devalokam Aramana

Who is known as 'Bar Ebraya' of Malankara church?
H. H. Baselios Geevarghese II

Which Catholicos was known as the Great Catholicos?
H. H. Baselios Geevarghese II

Name the Catholicos who appointed SabhaKavi C. P. Chandy to translate prayer books
from Syriac to Malayalam.
H. H. Baselios Geevarghese II

Name the Catholicos who declared Parumala Thirumeni (H. G. Geevarghese Mar
Gregorios) and H. G. Yeldo Mar Baselios as saints as per Synod decision
H. H. Baselios Geevarghese II

Where was the third meeting of World Council of Churches held and which Catholicos
attended the meeting?
New Delhi (1961), H. H. Baselios Geevarghese II

In which year was Outside Kerala Diocese formed?
1960

Highest honor in Malankara Church
Order of St. Thomas

Name the Patriarch who visited Malankara in 1964
Patriarch of Antioch H. H. Ignatius Jacob III

Name the 4t Catholicos of Malankara Church
H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I (H.G Augen Mar Thimotheos)

Who consecrated 4™ Catholicos?
Patriarch of Antioch H. H. Ignatius Jacob III (1964 May 22" at a Mar Elia Chapel)

Who was the last Catholicos in Malankara Church who was consecrated by Patriarch of
Antioch?
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H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I

Who translated most of the Promeyons from Syriac to Malayalam?
H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I

H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I expressed his deep knowledge in Syriac by
translating various service books from Syriac to Malayalam. Write a few examples.
Various service books of the Holy Order of Priesthood, Service book of consecration of
church, service book for the consecration of Holy Chrism.

Contributions of H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I in translating prayers and
Promeyons from Syriac to Malayalam had enriched the Malayalam liturgical literature.
Write some examples.

Penkeesa Promeyons, Promeyons of 40 day lent, passion week and 3 day lent, Sedras

Who is known as Gamaliel of Malankara Church?
Skariah Malpan of Cheriya Madham

Year in which Old Seminary was affiliated to University
1964 (Serampur University)

During which Catholicos's reign was Old Seminary affiliated to university?
H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I

Which Catholicos abdicated the See for the first time in the history of Malankara
Church?
H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I

Name the metropolitan who came from the Patriarch faction to Catholicose faction,
and later became the Catholicose of the East?
H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I

Which chapel was raised as the official cathedral of the Catholica Bava?
Mar Elia Chapel (in 1966 by H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I)

Where was the conference of the Oriental Orthodox Churches held in 19657
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

What was the special gift given to H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I, during his visit
to Mosul in 1965, by H. H. Ignatius Yakub III?
Relics of Apostle St. Thomas

Which Catholica Bava became Ramban before becoming priest?
H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I

How long did 4t Catholicos lead the Malankara Church?
11 years (1964-1975)

Write two initiatives taken by 4% Catholicos for establishing a friendly relationship
between Roman Catholic Church and Malankara Church.
1. H.G Augen Mar Thimotheos celebrated Holy Eucharist at Roman Cathedral in
Mylapore on 25™ December 1963.
2. Met and held talks with Pope Paul VI on 3™ December 1964 in Bombay.
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Name the two delegates of Malankara Orthodox Church who attended the consecration
ceremony of Russian Patriarch, Mar Alexios in 1973.
Mathews Mar Athanasius and Daniel Mar Philoxenos of Thumpamon Diocese

When did H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen I, abdicate the See? When was Augen Bava
called to eternal rest? Where is His Holiness entombed?
1975 October 27th, 1975 December 8th, Kottayam Devalokam Aramana

.Name the 5t Catholicos of Malankara Church

H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Mathews I

Who consecrated 5™ Catholicos?
H. G. Daniel Mar Philoxenos

What was the key position held by H. G. Mathews Mar Athanasius before becoming 5t
Catholicos?
Metropolitan of Outside Kerala Diocese

Which Catholica Bava began using the name 'Marthoma' in the title?
H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Mathews I

What is the name of the theological education program for the laymen started during
the time of H. H. Baselios Marthoma Mathews I?
Divyabodhanam

Name the Catholica Bava who devised the way of conducting Synod two times annually
on fixed dates.
H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Mathews I

Name the honors given by Patriarch of Russia to H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma
Mathews I.
Order of St. Vladimir and Fellow of Lenin Grad University

Who received the name and scepter of Parumala Thirumeni?
H.G Kuriakose Mar Gregorios (Pampady Thirumeni)

Which Thirumeni was called to his eternal home on his birthday?
H.G Kuriakose Mar Gregorios (Pampady Thirumeni) (born April 5t 1885 and died April
5t 1965)

Name the metropolitan who was made a Ramban after just one day of being a priest
H.G Kuriakose Mar Gregorios (Pampady Thirumeni)

What is the name of the Dayara of Pampady Thirumeni and who gave that name?
Tabor Dayara named by St. Vattasseril Mar Dionysius
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11 Ancient Fathers — Study Material in English
11.1 St. Polycarp of Smyrna

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Polycarp of Smyrna

The holy, glorious and right-victorious Hieromartyr Polycarp of Smyrna was
a bishop and martyr of the early Church and is regarded as one of the three
chief Apostolic Fathers. The year of his birth is reported as anywhere from A.D. 69 to 81,
and his martyrdom is recorded as being from A.D. 155 to 167. According to The
Martyrdom of Polycarp, he died, bound and burned at the stake then stabbed when the
fire failed to touch him, in Smyrna (the seat of his episcopacy and modern-day Izmir in
Turkey), and he was also reported to be a disciple of the Apostle John. His feast day in
the Church is February 23.

Life

There are two chief sources of information concerning the life of Polycarp. The first is
known as the Martyrdom of Polycarp, and the second source is St. Irenaeus of Lyons'
Adversus Haereses.

Polycarp was a correspondent of St. Ignatius of Antioch, one of the other Apostolic
Fathers. Ignatius addressed a letter to him, and mentions him in the letters to the
Ephesians and to the Magnesians. Polycarp visited Rome during the time of Pope
Anicetus, and found their customs for observing Pascha differed. They agreed to
peaceably disagree on this matter. Polycarp was offered the opportunity of celebrating
the Eucharist in the Pope's church.

St. Irenaeus of Lyons, a disciple of Polycarp, relates how and when he became a Christian
and in his letter to Florinus stated that he saw and heard him personally in lower Asia;
in particular he heard the account of Polycarp's intercourse with John the Evangelist and
with others who had seen Jesus Christ. Irenaeus also reports that Polycarp was converted
to Christianity by apostles, was consecrated a bishop, and communicated with many who
had seen Jesus. He repeatedly emphasizes the very old age of Polycarp. The Martyrdom
has Polycarp himself give his age on the day of his death as 86 years.

St. Boukolos (or Bucolus, February 6), the first bishop of Smyrna, chose Polycarp as his
successor before reposing in peace.

Date of martyrdom

The date of Polycarp's death is disputed. Eusebius of Caesarea dates it to the reign of
Marcus Aurelius, circa 166-167. In the Martyrdom of Polycarp, Polycarp is recorded as
saying on the day of his death, "Eighty and six years I have served him." which indicates
that he could possibly have been eighty-six years old or that he had lived eighty-six years
since his conversion to Christianity. A post-Eusebian addition to the treatise dates his
death to Saturday, February 23 in the proconsulship of Statius Quadratus—which works
out to be 155 or 156.

18


https://orthodoxwiki.org/Polycarp_of_Smyrna
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Feast_day
https://orthodoxwiki.org/February_23

DSWA MMVS

Surviving writings

The sole surviving work attributed to Polycarp is his letter To the Philippians and an
account of The Martyrdom of Polycarp; both of these works form part of the writings
usually collected under the title The Apostolic Fathers. The latter is considered the earliest
genuine post-biblical account of a Christian martyrdom, and one of the very few genuine
such writings from the actual age of the persecutions. It also is one of the earliest
accounts of the veneration of relics, as the Martyrdom records that after Polycarp's
immolation, the faithful piously gathered up his bones as precious treasures.

Relics

The right arm of St. Polycarp had been kept at the Holy Monastery of Panagia
Ambelakiotissa - Saint Polycarp, outside Nafpaktos, Greece, from 1475 until it was stolen
on March 14, 2013. Although the three thieves were apprehended, the relic has not been
returned to the monastery.

https://oca.org/saints/lives/2017/02/23/100589-hieromartyr-polycarp-the-bishop-of-
smyrna

Saint Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, who was “fruitful in every good work” (Col. 1:10), was
born in the first century, and lived in Smyrna in Asia Minor. He was orphaned at an early
age, but at the direction of an angel, he was raised by the pious widow Kallista. After the
death of his adoptive mother, Polycarp gave away his possessions and began to lead a
chaste life, caring for the sick and the infirm. He was very fond of and close to Saint
Bucolus, Bishop of Smyrna (February 6). He ordained Polycarp as deacon, entrusting to
him to preach the Word of God in church. He also ordained him to the holy priesthood.

The holy Apostle John the Theologian was still alive at this time. Saint Polycarp was
especially close to Saint John, and sometimes accompanied him on his apostolic journeys.

Shortly before his death, Saint Bucolus expressed his wish that Polycarp be made Bishop
of Smyrna. When Saint Polycarp was consecrated as a bishop, the Lord Jesus Christ
appeared to him. Saint Polycarp guided his flock with apostolic zeal, and he was also
greatly loved by the clergy. Saint Ignatius the God-Bearer of Antioch (December 20) also
had a high regard for him. Setting out for Rome where execution awaited him, he wrote
to Saint Polycarp, “This age is in need of you if it is to reach God, just as pilots need
winds, and as a storm-tossed sailor needs a port.”

The emperor Marcus Aurelius (161-180) came to the Roman throne and started up a
most fierce persecution against Christians. The pagans demanded that the judge search
for Saint Polycarp, “the father of all the Christians” and “the seducer of all Asia.”

During this time Saint Polycarp, at the persistent urging of his flock, stayed in a small
village not far from Smyrna. When the soldiers came for him, he went out to them and
invited them in to eat. He asked for time to pray, in order to prepare himself for
martyrdom. His suffering and death are recorded in the “Epistle of the Christians of the
Church of Smyrna to the Other Churches,” one of the most ancient memorials of Christian
literature.
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Having been brought to trial, Saint Polycarp firmly confessed his faith in Christ, and was
condemned to be burned alive. The executioners wanted to nail him to a post, but he
declared that God would give him the strength to endure the flames, so they could merely
tie him with ropes. The flames encircled the saint but did not touch him, coming together
over his head in the shape of a vault. Seeing that the fire did him no harm, the pagans
stabbed him with a dagger. So much blood flowed from this wound that it extinguished
the flames. The body of the hieromartyr Polycarp was then cremated. The Christians of
Smyrna reverently gathered up what remained of his holy relics, and each year they
celebrated the day of his martyrdom.

A story has been preserved about Saint Polycarp by his disciple, Saint Irenaeus of Lyons,
which Eusebius cites in his ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY (V, 20):

"I was still very young when I saw you in Asia Minor at Polycarp’s,” writes Saint Irenaeus
to his friend Florinus, “but I would still be able to point out the place where Blessed
Polycarp sat and conversed, and be able to depict his walk, his mannerisms in life, his
outward appearance, his speaking to people, his companionable wandering with John,
and how he himself related, together with other eyewitnesses of the Lord, those things
that he remembered from the words of others. He also told what he heard from them
about the Lord, His teachings and miracles....

“Through the mercy of God to me, I then already listened attentively to Polycarp and
wrote down his words, not on tablets, but in the depths of my heart. Therefore, I am
able to bear witness before God, that if this blessed and apostolic Elder heard something
similar to your fallacy, he would immediately stop up his ears and express his indignation
with his usual phrase: ‘Good God! That Thou hast permitted me to be alive at such a
time!””

During his life the holy bishop wrote several Epistles to the flock and letters to various
individuals. The only one that has survived to the present day is his Epistle to the
Philippians which, Saint Jerome testifies, was read in the churches of Asia Minor at divine
services. It was written by the saint in response to the request of the Philippians to send
them some letters of the Hieromartyr Ignatius (December 20) which Saint Polycarp had
in his possession.

11.2 St. Ignatius of Antioch

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Ignatius of Antioch

Our father among the saints Ignatius the God-bearer of Antioch (probably died AD 107)
was the third bishop of Antioch, after the Apostle Peter and Euodios, whom Ignatius
succeeded around AD 68. Ignatius, who also called himself Theophorous ("God-bearer"),
was most likely a disciple of both Apostles Peter and John. Several of his letters have
survived to this day; he is one of the Apostolic Fathers (the earliest group of the Church
Fathers), and a saint in the Orthodox Church (feast day, December 20).
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Martyrdom and Writings

He was arrested by the Roman authorities and transported to Rome to die in the arena.
They hoped to make an example of him and thus discourage Christianity from spreading.
Instead, he met with and encouraged Christians all along his route, and wrote letters to
the Ephesians, Magnesians, Trallians, Philadelphians, Smyrneans, and Romans, as well
as a letter to Polycarp, who was bishop of Smyrna and a disciple of John the Evangelist.

These letters proved to be influential in the development of Christian theology, since the
number of extant writings from this period of Church history is very small. They bear
signs of being written in great haste and without a proper plan, such as run-on sentences
and an unsystematic succession of thought. Ignatius is the first known Christian writer
to put great stress on loyalty to a single bishop in each city, who is assisted by both
presbyters (priests) and deacons. Earlier writings only mention either bishops or
presbyters, and give the impression that there was usually more than one bishop per
congregation. Ignatius also stresses the value of the Eucharist, calling it "a medicine to
immortality." The very strong desire for bloody martyrdom in the arena, which Ignatius
expresses rather graphically in places, may seem quite odd to the modern reader, but
an examination of his theology of soteriology shows that he regarded salvation as being
from the power and fear of death. So, for him, to try to escape his martyrdom would be
to fear death and place himself back under its power.

Nowadays only shorter variants of those seven letters are thought to be authentic
writings of Ignatius. Their longer variants are thought to be emendations from the fifth
century, created to posthumously enlist Ignatius as an unwitting witness into certain
theological fights of that age, while the other letters bearing his name and the purported
eye-witness account of his martyrdom, are thought to be pure forgeries from around the
same time.

Quotes

"As a pilot calls on winds and a storm-tossed mariner looks homeward, so the times call
on you to win your way to God. As God's athlete, be sober; the stake is immortality and
eternal life."

https://oca.org/saints/lives/2011/12/20/103594-hieromartyr-ignatius-the-god-bearer-
the-bishop-of-antioch

The Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-Bearer, was a disciple of the holy Apostle and
Evangelist John the Theologian, as was also Saint Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna (February
23). Saint Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch, and successor to Bishop Euodius,
Apostle of the Seventy (September 7).

Tradition suggests that when Saint Ignatius was a little boy, the Savior hugged him and
said: “Unless you turn and become as little children, you shall not enter into the Kingdom
of Heaven” (Mt. 18:3). The saint was called "God-Bearer” (Theophoros), because he bore
God in his heart and prayed unceasingly to Him. He also had this name because he was
held in the arms of Christ, the incarnate Son of God.
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Saint Ignatius was a disciple of the Apostle John the Theologian, together with Saint
Polycarp of Smyrna. As Bishop of Antioch, Saint Ignatius was zealous and spared no
effort to build up the church of Christ. To him is attributed the practice of antiphonal
singing (by two choirs) during church services. He had seen a vision of the angels in
heaven alternately singing praises to God, and divided his church choir to follow this
example. In the time of persecution, he was a source of strength to the souls of his flock,
and was eager to suffer for Christ.

In the year 106 the emperor Trajan (98-117), after his victory over the Scythians,
ordered everyone to give thanks to the pagan gods, and to put to death any Christians
who refused to worship the idols. In the year 107, Trajan happened to pass through
Antioch. Here they told him that Bishop Ignatius openly confessed Christ, and taught
people to scorn riches, to lead a virtuous life, and preserve their virginity. Saint Ignatius
came voluntarily before the emperor, so as to avert persecution of the Christians in
Antioch. Saint Ignatius rejected the persistent requests of the emperor Trajan to sacrifice
to the idols. The emperor then decided to send him to Rome to be thrown to the wild
beasts. Saint Ignatius joyfully accepted the sentence imposed upon him. His readiness
for martyrdom was attested to by eyewitnesses, who accompanied Saint Ignatius from
Antioch to Rome.

On the way to Rome, the ship sailed from Seleucia stopped at Smyrna, where Saint
Ignatius met with his friend Bishop Polycarp. Clergy and believers from other cities and
towns thronged to see Saint Ignatius. He exhorted everyone not to fear death and not to
grieve for him. In his Epistle to the Roman Christians, he asked them to assist him with
their prayers, and to pray that God would strengthen him in his impending martyrdom
for Christ: "I seek Him Who died for us; I desire Him Who rose for our salvation... In me,
desire has been nailed to the cross, and no flame of material longing is left. Only the
living water speaks within me, saying, ‘Hasten to the Father.”

From Smyrna, Saint Ignatius went to Troas. Here he heard the happy news of the end of
the persecution against Christians in Antioch. From Troas, Saint Ignatius sailed to
Neapolis (in Macedonia) and then to Philippi.

On the way to Rome Saint Ignatius visited several churches, teaching and guiding the
Christians there. He also wrote seven epistles: to the churches of Ephesus, Magnesia,
Tralles, Rome, Philadelphia, and Smyrna. He also addressed a letter to Saint Polycarp,
who mentions a collection of the letters of Saint Ignatius in his letter to the Philippians
(Ch. 13). Saint Irenaeus of Lyons quotes from Saint Ignatius’s letter to the Romans
(AGAINST HERESIES 5:28:4). All these letters have survived to the present day.

The Roman Christians met Saint Ignatius with great joy and profound sorrow. Some of
them hoped to prevent his execution, but Saint Ignatius implored them not to do this.
Kneeling down, he prayed together with the believers for the Church, for love between
the brethren, and for an end to the persecution against Christians.
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On December 20, the day of a pagan festival, they led Saint Ignatius into the arena, and
he turned to the people: “"Men of Rome, you know that I am sentenced to death, not
because of any crime, but because of my love for God, by Whose love I am embraced. I
long to be with Him, and offer myself to him as a pure loaf, made of fine wheat ground
fine by the teeth of wild beasts.”

After this the lions were released and tore him to pieces, leaving only his heart and a few
bones. Tradition says that on his way to execution, Saint Ignatius unceasingly repeated
the name of Jesus Christ. When they asked him why he was doing this, Saint Ignatius
answered that this Name was written in his heart, and that he confessed with his lips
Him Whom he always carried within. When the saint was devoured by the lions, his heart
was not touched. When they cut open the heart, the pagans saw an inscription in gold
letters: “Jesus Christ.” After his execution Saint Ignatius appeared to many of the faithful
in their sleep to comfort them, and some saw him at prayer for the city of Rome.

Hearing of the saint’s great courage, Trajan thought well of him and stopped the
persecution against the Christians. The relics of Saint Ignatius were transferred to Antioch
(January 29), and on February 1, 637 were returned to Rome and placed in the church
of San Clemente.
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12 Ancient Fathers — Study Material in Malayalam
12.1 St. Ignatius of Antioch
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12.2 St. Polycarp of Smyrna
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13 Faith Study Material in English

The Scripture and The Church: Reflections

By completing the classes, participants will enhance their understanding on the following
areas outlined:
e Different perspectives among different churches pertaining to scriptures

» What are the differences?

> How are they different?

» Why differences exist amongst different churches pertaining to scriptures?

e Differences that exists regarding books included in the Bible
» What are the differences?

> Why these differences exist?

e Formation of the Old Testament
» Division and content of the Old Testament
» The Old Testament canon
» Text of the old testament and translations
> Deuterocanonical books or apocrypha text
(The Rays of Hope by Rev. Fr. Dr. K. Abraham George)

e Formation of the New Testament
» Relation between New Testament and Old Testament
» Circumstances that led to the writing of New Testament canon
(In The Fullness of Time by Rev. Fr. T. J. Joshua)

e What scripture is, and how it is to be read?

¢ How apostles and evangelists understood scripture? Is it our task to seek the exposition
of the inspired meaning residing within the text?

e The Christian church as a Scriptural Church

e Bible in liturgy
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Introduction

The Holy Bible is a library of divinely inspired books written over an extended period. The
scripture explores life’s most complicated questions: death, life, and human struggle. God
intervening in the life of all humanity through the chosen people - Israelites, with their origin
in Egypt and then leading up to their kingdom, with their first temple and eventually they
were conquered by the Babylonians and captured into exile. Then in a crucial moment in the
history, many Israelites returned to their Promised Land; they built a second temple, reformed
their identity, and this is when the Jewish scriptures began to form in to the shape that we

have it today.

In Hebrew, the Jewish Scripture is called by an acronym ‘TaNaK’: ‘Ta’ stands for Torah (law
- 5 books), ‘N’ stands for Nevi'im (prophets), ‘K’ stands for Ketuvim (writings). The Jewish
people believed that through all the literary works, God spoke to His people. There were other
books produced during the second temple period (Maccabees, Judith, Tobit etc.). Altogether,
the scripture articulates an epic narration on how God is working through the humanity, to
bring order and beauty out of the chaos of our world. The text expounds on the coming of the
ultimate leader - Messiah - who is to renew all the creation. A few centuries later, fulfilling
the prophecies in due time, God became man to restore humanity and renew the entire
creation. The Apostles composed the new literary works continuing the Jewish tradition
inspired by the Holy Spirit, envisaging the four gospels and other letters written by the
apostles, and disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Formation of the Old Testament and Development of Hebrew Bible canon

The Hebrew Scripture consists of three sections.
A. TORAH (Law)
B. NEBI'JM (Prophets)
C. KETUBIM (Writings)

The word ‘canon’ means measuring rod. The collection of books which were accepted as the
basis of faith by the Jews, and which were recognized in the Christian Churches is known as
the Old Testament canon. The Christians started using the Septuagint, which contained books
not included in the Hebrew scripture, so the Jews felt the need to finalize the books to be
included in the Hebrew canon of Scriptures. They had to decide upon the relative importance
and values of every book. Scholars believe that the three major sections of the Old Testament

were included in it, at three different stages.
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The Book of Deuteronomy includes a prohibition against adding or subtracting, (Deut 4:2,
Deut 12:32) which might apply to the book itself (i.e. a "closed book", a prohibition against

future scribal editing) or to the instruction received by Moses on Mt. Sinai.

The two books of Maccabees are not a part of the Jewish canon and describes Nehemiah
(around 400 BCE) as having "founded a library and collected books about the kings and
prophets, and the writings of David, and letters of kings about votive offerings" (2 Maccabees
2:13-15). The Book of Nehemiah suggests that the priest-scribe Ezra brought the Torah back
from Babylon to Jerusalem and the Second Temple (8-9) around the same time. Both 1 and
2 Maccabees suggest that Judas Maccabeus (around 167 BCE) also collected sacred books (1
Maccabees 3:42-50, 2 Maccabees 2:13-15, 2 Maccabees 15:6-9).

The study of the Old Testament in the light of the apostolic tradition, will enlighten us with
the realization of our Lord who fulfilled the law and the prophets, as He promised. The
collection of 49 books is traditionally subdivided into four different sections:

1) the five Books of Law

2) the Books of History

3) the Books of Wisdom

4) the Books of Prophecy

The list of books included in the Old Testament is different in Orthodox Bible, Roman Catholic,

and Protestant Church versions (Refer Orthodox Study Bible for comparison).

Council of Jamnia — AD 90

In AD 90, a group of rabbis under the leadership of Johanneau Ben Zakkai met in Jamnia to
decide upon the final selection of books to be included in their canon and accordingly they
came to an agreement. The council was joined to establish a standard variance between the

scripture being acknowledged by the church and Hebrews.

Different translations: Septuagint, Peshitta, Vulgate, Targum

The Septuagint (LXX) is a Koine Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, translated in
stages between the third to second centuries BC in Alexandria, Egypt. According to Michael
Barber, in the Septuagint, the Torah and Nevi'im are established as canonical, but the Ketuvim

appear not to have been definitively canonized yet. The translation (and editing) work might
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have been done by seventy (or seventy-two) elders from all the twelve Jewish tribes who
translated the Hebrew Bible into Koine Greek. Beyond that, according to him, it is virtually
impossible to determine when each of the other various books was incorporated into the
Septuagint. (Barber, Michael (2006-03-04)."Loose Canons: The Development of the Old
Testament (Part 1)")

The word ‘apocrypha’ from its counterpart in Greek, which means ‘hidden’ or ‘unrevealed’.
During the two centuries before Christ, as far as Jewish literature was concerned, a number
of books were written in Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. They mirrored that age with its special
features, and ideologies. During this period, a few books other than those constituting the
Hebrew Scriptures got included in the Septuagint. The Churches disagree upon the book to
be included under the title ‘Apocrypha’ and their canonical status. Some writers refer to the
books in the Hebrew Old Testament as the Genesis -Malachi group and those in Apocrypha as

the Tobit - Maccabees group.

Council of Trent

It was the Council of Trent in 1546 that decided that the Roman Catholic Church should regard
the Tobit - Maccabees set with the same importance they gave to the Genesis - Malachi set.
However, 1 and 2 Esdras and the prayer of Manasseh are not included in the canonical list in

the Bible of the Roman Catholic Church, but they are given at the end as Appendix.

Peshitta

The text in Syriac known as ‘Peshitta’ is the official Bible of the Syrian Church. In the ancient
manuscript of this Bible, known as Codex Ambrosianus, the Tobit - Maccabees set also was
included along with the Genesis - Malachi set. In the Canon of Bar Hebraeus, the Tobit -
Maccabees group was also included among the books of the Old Testament. In the lectionary
of the Syrian Church, the readings from the Tobit - Maccabees books were also induced. In
the Syriac Old Testament, published by the Peshitta Institute in Holland, the Apocrypha is

also included, following the pattern in Codex Ambrosianus.
Most of the Protestant Churches accept only the Genesis - Malachi group. Some of them

accept the Tobit - Maccabees group just for meditations and not for learning the faith. Church

Fathers used to quote from Apocrypha. Mar Aphrem and Mar Aphraates had cited quotations
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from Apocrypha in their books. Origen and Mar Cyril of Jerusalem had often used the term

‘Apocrypha’ in their writings.

The main thoughts about God in these books are quite in harmony with those in the Hebrew
Old Testament. God reveals Himself through manifold ways, for example, through ‘nature’,
through ‘wisdom’ and through ‘the angels’ (2 Esdras 5:31). The study of Apocrypha helps to
grasp the different thoughts, ideologies, and spiritual conflicts in the religion and culture of
the Jews during the three centuries from 200 BC. In addition, this is important as it serves as
the connecting link between the Old Testament period and the New Testament period. We

can grasp better, by going through Apocrypha.

Formation of New Testament and New Testament canon

“The New Testament is hidden in the Old Testament. In the New Testament the Old Testament

becomes illuminated (St. Augustine)"

The Letters of Paul are the first books to be written in the New Testament. They were not
written in the hope or intention that they would be regarded as scriptures. Paul was prompted
to write these because of the problems and needs that arose in the churches which he had
founded and to which he was related, which now faced the problems of disunity and divisions
raised by false teachings and false customs. Nevertheless, as they are written under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they became relevant to any nation at any time. Each of his
letters was written to a church or one individual. It was after the time of the Apostle that they
were collected together. By the time Peter wrote his second letter, Paul's letters had become
popular. (Refer 2 Pet 3:15)

The Gospels: How were they formed?

In the early stages, nobody ventured to put the gospel truths into a written form. There were
many reasons for this: The apostles and other evangelists preferred evangelism by speech
over written - evangelism. They might have felt this to be the command of the Lord (Matt
28:18, 2 John 12), and as they hoped that the second coming of the Lord (Parousia) would

happen imminently. They never felt the need to leave any written record.

The period of the apostles who were eyewitnesses to Jesus' ministry was passing quickly, and

the chances of hearing them decreased alarmingly. Only then, an urge came to keep a written
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record. It was also a fact that when the church grew and spread to many regions, it was not
possible for the apostles and their coworkers to be present everywhere; the written word
could travel much faster. They came to realize that the Second coming was not as imminent
as they expected. These were the main factors that ultimately lead to the Gospels being
written as memories of the apostles, as articles of the belief of the community, and aids to

the study of religious doctrines.

During the second century, in addition to the New Testament books generally accepted,
certain other books also became popular. Most of them were written by heretics to spread
their own doctrines. Thus, two types of books were in circulation, one written under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit and the other containing false and personal teachings. This
produced a lot of confusion among the believers. It must be remembered that at that time
the term 'Scripture' meant only the Old Testament books. Yet in the worshipping community,
the Gospels and the letters of Paul were read and gradually the church considered them, as

valuable as the Old Testament books.

The New Testament canon was formed to check the activities of the heretics. The example of
the Jewish Old Testament influenced the Christian Church, which wanted to have a set of
authoritative books just as the Jewish Church had its Old Testament books. The development
of the New Testament canon was, like that of the Old Testament, a gradual process. The New
Testament canon ultimately determined which were the authoritative books containing the

basic teachings.

Three main norms were followed for inclusion in the New Testament canon:
1. The book should have long record of being used in public worship.
2. The contents of the book should be spiritually profitable for the readers and it should
agree to the true doctrines.
3. The authenticity of the book-it should- be written either by the apostles themselves or

their close followers.

Irenaeus (died c. 202) quotes and cites 21 books that would end up as part of the New
Testament, but does not use Philemon, Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 3 John and Jude. By the
early 3rd century, Origen of Alexandria may have been using the same 27 books as in the
modern New Testament, though there were still disputes over the canonicity of Hebrews,

James, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, and Revelation. Likewise, by 200, the Muratorian fragment
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shows that there existed a set of Christian writings somewhat similar to what is now the New
Testament, which included four gospels and argued against objections to them. Thus, while
there was plenty of discussion in the Early Church over the New Testament canon, the "major"
writings were accepted by almost all Christian authorities by the middle of the second century.
(The Cambridge History of the Bible (volume 1) eds. P. R. Ackroyd and C. F. Evans (Cambridge
University Press, 1970) p. 308.)

The next two hundred years followed a similar process of continual discussion throughout the
entire Church, and localized refinements of acceptance. This process was not yet complete at
the time of the First Council of Nicaea in 325, though substantial progress had been made by
then.

Though a list was clearly necessary to fulfill Constantine's commission in 331 of fifty copies
of the Bible for the Church at Constantinople, no concrete evidence exists to indicate that it
was considered a formal canon. In the absence of a canonical list, the resolution of questions
would normally have been directed through the See of Constantinople, in consultation with
Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea (who was given the commission), and perhaps other bishops

who were available locally.

In the encyclical letter issued by Athanasius of Alexandria in AD 365, a New Testament canon
was described which included 27 books. Though the Ecumenical Synods have not made any
pronouncement about the canon of the Bible, a list formulated by the Carthage Council of the

Western Church (in 397 AD) contained the 27 books that comprise the New Testament today.

Three Synods on canonicity

Augustine called three synods on canonicity: The Synod of Hippo in 393, the Council of
Carthage (397), and the Council of Carthage (419). Each of these reiterated the same Church
law: "nothing shall be read in church under the name of the divine scriptures" except the Old
Testament (arguably including the books later called Deuterocanonical) and the canonical
books of the New Testament. These decrees also declared by fiat that, Epistle to the Hebrews

was written by Paul, for a time ending all debate on the subject.

New Testament Canon in Eastern Orthodox Churches

The Eastern Churches had, in general, a weaker feeling than those in the West for the

necessity of making a sharp delineation with regard to the canon. They were more conscious
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of the gradation of spiritual quality among the books that they accepted (e.g. the classification
of Eusebius) and were less often disposed to assert that the books, which they rejected,
possessed no spiritual quality at all. Similarly, the New Testament canons of the Syriac,
Armenian, Georgian, Egyptian Coptic, and Ethiopian Churches all have minor differences. The
Revelation of John is one of the most uncertain books; it was not translated into Georgian
until the 10th century, and it has never been included in the official lectionary of the Eastern

Orthodox Church, whether in Byzantine or modern times.

What scripture is and how it is to be read?

What scripture is and how it is to be read, is an important issue. “The bible is a book from the

church, for the church, and by the church inspired by the Holy Spirit” - (Fr. T. J. Joshua)

It is important for us to know the dynamics between the Scripture and tradition. Scripture
exist within the tradition; Orthodox understanding does not separate scripture from tradition.
Not everything we received from the past is of equal value, nor is everything we received
from the past necessarily true. “Tradition is not a set of abstract propositions; it is a life, a
personal encounter with the Christ in the Holy Spirit. Tradition is not kept in the church, it
lives in the church; it is the life of Holy Spirit in the church.” (Bishop Kallistos Ware - The
Orthodox Church)

“To accept and understand scripture we must live within the church, we must be conscious of
the grace giving presence of the lord in it; we must feel the breath of the Holy Spirit in it.”
(George Florovsky — The Catholicity of the church). The church was instrumental in deciding
and choosing the books that were counted as scripture in the New Testament. The church is
to teach, and the bible is to prove. Holy Scripture is to be understood in its relation to the
church. Individual interpretation can lead us into heresy and deviation from the true faith.
The writings of the holy apostolic fathers are important in understanding the Holy Scripture.
Apostolic fathers were educated directly by the apostles, that make patristic writings relevant

in understanding the Holy Scripture.

St Irenaeus makes it clear in his writing “Against the heresies” that for the followers of Christ
reading the scripture means seeking to understand the person of Christ. “For Christ is the
‘treasure which was hidden in the field’ (Mathew 13:44), and ‘the field is the world’ (Mathew
13:38).” (Daniel 12:4,7; Jeremiah 23:20)
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“Every prophecy before its fulfilment is nothing but an enigma and ambiguity to human
beings; but when the time has arrived and the prophecy is fulfilled then it has an exposition.
The experience of discovery of Christ in and through scriptures (Old Testament as we regard
now) is like Moses as he descended after the encounter with God. The reading of the scripture
without knowing the treasure that it contains sees only myths and fables. When the light of
the cross is shed upon the scriptures - removing the veil that lay over the Moses himself, it is
revealed the glory the Moses concealed with the veil, “the knowledge of the glory of the God

in the face of Christ” and inviting us to share in this glory (2 Corinthians 3:7 - 4:6).

It is difficult to fathom scripture without knowing the tradition. The tradition supplies
information handed down by the apostles besides their writings, which is crucial in enabling

one to know the truth.

How apostles and evangelists understood scripture? Is it our task to seek
the exposition of the inspired meaning residing within the text?

“It is a stubborn fact that for almost two centuries after Christ there was no such thing as a

book called ‘new testament’ (Fr. John Behr — The Mystery of Christ Life in Death).”

Gospel was preached in the early church before it was seen in the written form (Kerygma).
Early Christians were prepared to accept four different versions of what happened. The
different accounts in the four gospels contain irresolvable discrepancies. The discrepancies
include but not limited to following:

1) In the synoptic gospels, Jesus has a ministry lasting only one year. However, in John
it runs to three years because he describes Jesus participating in three Passovers and
visiting Jerusalem several times.

2) Synoptic gospels give emphasis to the kingdom of God where as John highlights the
person of Christ and the relationship with the father.

3) Perspectives are different in synoptic gospels in relation to John’s version regarding
miracles of our lord.

4) Differences exist in the description of Jesus, baptism, temptation, transfiguration, as
well as in the order of presentation. For example, Mathew and Luke do not give the
second and third temptations in the same order.

5) The stories relating to the birth of Jesus are different in Mathew and Luke. Mark has

not accepted these.
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6) Timing pertaining to the cleansing of the temple by our lord Jesus Christ (at the
beginning of Christ’s ministry in John, and towards the end of the ministry in synoptic
gospels).

7) Timing of the crucifixion (on the day when the Passover lamb was sacrificed in John
and on the following day in synoptic), the words of Christ from the cross.

8) The resurrection appearances.

9) The cock crowed once (Mathew, Luke, and John) and twice in Mark.

The discrepancies are divinely placed obstacles to direct our attention to the person and work

of Jesus Christ expounded with the reference of scriptures, rather than the mere history.

Our tendency is to treat scripture in a quite different manner than the apostles and the early
church following them. Our task is to know the person of Christ by understanding how the
text speaks of him. “In a large account the confusion that exist today regarding the basis of
Christian faith, results from taking for granted the existence of new testament, and then
turning it for the primary testimony to Christ and considering its allusions to the Old

Testament as a secondary layer (Fr. John Behr — The Mystery of Christ Life in Death).”

The crucified and exalted Christ opened the scriptures to reveal how they spoke of him to
enlighten the disciples with the luminous understanding that He is the Lord. (John 5:39, 46)
The meaning of the scripture lies in knowing how it speaks of our lord Jesus Christ for apostles.
The ‘word of the God’ for apostles did not refer to scripture as we assume today, but to Jesus

Christ himself and the gospel proclaiming him, the crucified and exalted one as the Lord.

The Christian church as a Scriptural church

The Bible is the supreme expression of the God’s revelation to human race. “Christians are
people of the book, the Bible is the book of people; it must not be regarded something set up
over the church, but as something that lives and is understood within the church. It was the
church which originally decided which books form a part of Holy Scripture (Bishop Kallistos
Ware, The Orthodox church, pp 199-201)"

Acts 8:30, 31. Orthodox when they read the scripture accepts the guidance of the church. Let

us attend to the words of Bishop Kallistos Ware, “Orthodoxy while regarding church as the

authoritative interpreter of the scripture, does not forbid historical and critical study of the
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bible.” It is important that we do not limit the power of Holy Spirit to inspire within a certain

period. It is a true experience in the current time as it was during the time of apostles.

Heretics transfer the passage and rearrange them; and make one thing out of another; they
deceive many by the badly composed fantasy of the Lord’s words that they adapt. They adapt
the words of the God to their own myths, in an attempt to endow it with persuasive
plausibility. As such, they “disregard the order and the connection of the scriptures and
disjoint the members of the truth.” Heretics begin with their own fantasy, and then cloak

them with the language of the scripture to fabricate their version.

2 Timothy 3:16, 17 - “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and js profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (Romans 15:4, 2 Peter 1:20, 21, 2
Samuel 23:2, Psalm 19:7-11, Proverbs 6:23)

The scripture cannot be understood except based on scripture itself. The confusion happens
when we detach the New Testament from the constellation of elements - scripture (Old

Testament), canon, tradition, and succession in which it came to be.

St. Ephraim of Syria, in the fourth century, voices, “If there was only one meaning for the
scripture, the first interpreter would find it, and all other listeners would have neither the toil
of seeking nor the pleasure of finding. Each person hears in accordance to with his capacity,
and it is interpreted in accordance to what has given to him.” Each generation appropriates
the apostolic deposit and proclaims it anew under the inspiration of Holy Spirit. St Irenaeus
enlighten us in his writing against the heresies: “as it were a deposit in an earthen vessel, so
causing the vessel containing it (the church) to be rejuvenated also.” These writings clarify

the relevance of the unchanging gospel in an even changing world.

Scriptural references — Holy Scripture and Tradition
e Against personal interpretations, Scripture hard to grasp - 2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Peter
3:15-17
e Tradition is not merely in written form - 2 Tim. 1:13; 2:1-2; 2 Thess. 2:14-15; Phil.
4:9; 2 Peter 3:1-2
e Hold fast to the traditions that were handed down - 1 Corinthians 11:2

e Scripture inspired by the Holy Spirit - 2 Timothy 3:16
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A bishop should be an apt teacher - 1 Timothy 3:2

Traditions (Gr. Paradosis- to hand down) handed down - 2 Thess. 3:6

Those who reject tradition, reject not humans but God - 1 Thess. 4:8

Christ says they know not scripture or the power of God - Matthew 22:29
Testing the Spirit of God - 1 John 4:2-4

Ethiopian Eunuch not understanding, seeking counsel - Acts 8:30-31

Purpose of the Gospel; everything not written down - John 20:30-31; 21:25
Jesus commands to do what the Pharisees teach - Mathew 23:1-3

Paul quoting Christ outside of the Gospels - Acts 20:35

Hold fast what we have attained - Phil. 3:15-16

Obey what you have received and heard, hold fast- Rev. 3:3,11; 2:25

Apostles taught dogma-fixed beliefs, formulas- Acts 16:4 (Gr. Ta dogmata- dogma)
What is the life of the Church? - Acts 2:42

Christ interprets scriptures concerning Himself - Luke 24:27

Christ explained the parables to disciples in private - Mark 4:34

All Christ got from His Father; He has made known - John 15:15

Paul received the faith not from people but from God- Galatians 1:11-12, 1 Cor.
11:23

Consider those who spoke word of God, imitate their faith- Hebrews 13:7, 2 Timothy
3:14

Those who preach the word must be sent by the Church - Acts 15:22-27

The Church is the pillar and the bulwark of Truth - 1 Timothy 3:15

John says he wishes to come and talk face to face - 2 John 12

Those in Thessalonica examined the Scriptures - Acts 17:11

Jude writes about Moses, not found in the OT writings - Jude 9

The Apostles are eyewitnesses to the majesty of God - 2 Peter 1:16

Bible in liturgy
“Orthodoxy regards bible as the verbal icon of Christ.” (Bishop Kallistos Ware). The book of

the Gospels is placed upon a small lectern and the gospel represents the spoken word of our

Lord. We honor the Altar first, where the incarnate word dwells and the second place of honor

is given to the pulpit, which carries the spoken word. We give the incense according to this

order of honor. In every church, gospel book is carried in procession at the liturgy. The faithful

kiss it, and prostrate themselves before it to indicate the reverence we have for the Holy

Scripture in our life.
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Holy Scripture is constantly read in the orthodox services and prayers. Psalms are read
frequently during matins and vespers in each day. The Old Testament readings before the

Holy Qurbana stand for prophecies before the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The hymn “Bhoovilashesham...”: God had sent the chosen Apostles to the entire world to
spread the tidings of the Son of God to the ends of the earth and preached the kingdom of
heaven. The content of this song is taken from the gospels of St. Mathew 28:20, St. Mark
16:15, St. Luke 24:48 and Acts 1:8 compiled together.

The Hymn “PoulosSleeha...”: St. Paul is considered as 13™ Apostle, the architect and builder
of the Church. The content of the song is compiled from his own epistle to Galatians 1: 8, 2
Corinthians 11:4. The epistles are the words of the human beings, but the gospel is the real
word of God. Therefore, we read the word of God from the sanctuary and the epistles one-
step below the holies. We read the epistles first because the epistles were written before the

gospels were written.

The liturgical songs are poetic expression of the Holy Scripture. For example, Yajamanan
Varumanneram...: This is compiled from St. Mathew 24:42 and St. Mark 13:34. This hymn
emphasizes the urgency for doing valiant work in the vineyard of the Lord because of listening
to the Gospel (Luke 12:37). Parisudhalayamullil... (Luke 1:10), Karthavarulli cheithu njan...
(John 6:51). The prayers are scriptural which will be evident, if we truly commit our time in
understanding it.

(More examples will be discussed during the class ***)

St. Luke 24:25-32. The disciples came to recognize the Lord by the scriptures and

encountered him in the breaking of bread.
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